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PLEASE PASS DEPT OF LABOR AND SUBSTANCE TO AALC, N.Y. 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, ELAB, ET 

SUB J : RECENT ETHIOPIAN LABOR DEVELOPMENTS 

SUMMARY: CONFERENCE TO FORM ALL ETHIOPIAN TRADE UNION (AETU) 
RUMORED TO BE IMMINENT MONTH OF DECEMBER IS REPORTEDLY SCHEDULED 
TO BEGIN DECEMBER 31 WITH AETU TO BE ESTABLISHED JANUARY 7. 
RELIEABLE SOURCES REPORT CURRENT PROVISIONAL MILITARY ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE COUNCIL (PMAC) REORGANIZATION AND UNCERTAINTY OF FUTURE 
POWER ALIGHMENTS CAUSED SLIGHT DELAY. MID-NOVEMBER FAILURE OF 
BANKING, INSURANCE AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTION WORKERS' 
MEETING TO FORM LAST OF NINE OVERALL UNIONS, AND CONFUSION OVER 
LEADERSHIP OF FOUR OVERALL UNIONS CHOSEN PRIOR TO JUNE, HAS 
NECESSITATED REVISION OF EPMG'S PLANS TO SELECT AETU LEADERSHIP. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . WEEKLY AMHARIC PAPER YEZAREITU HAS ANNOUNCED SEMINAR 
TO FORM ALL ETHIOPIAN TRADE UNION (AETU) WILL BEGIN DECEMBER 
31 AND BE COMPLETED BY JANUARY 7. INVITATIONS HAVE 
BEEN SENT TO NINE OVERALL UNIONS (SIC) AND BANKING AND 
INSURANCE ORGANIZATIONS. PAST REPORTS LED EMBASSY TO BELIEVE 
BANKING AND INSURANCE INSTITUTION EMPLOYEES TO BE NINTH OF 
OVERALL UNIONS. EPMG LABOR AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT HEAD. HOWEVER, 
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ACKNOWLEDGED TO EMBOFF LEADERSHIP OF NINTH OVERALL UNION NEVER 
CHOSEN DESPITE EARLY NOVEMBER MEETING IN ADDIS TO DO SO. 
DEPARTMENT HEAD ALLEGED CAUSE WAS INTRODUCTION OF NEW CURRENCY 
WHICH OCCUPIED POTENTIAL PARTICIPANTS IN 

PROVINCES UNTIL NOVEMBER 14. HOWEVER, RELIEABLE SOURCE STATED 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTION WORKERS REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE IN FORMATION 
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OF OVERALL UNION BECAUSE OF ARRESTS OF PREVIOUS LEADERSHIP. 

THUS SEPARATE INVITATION TO BANK AND INSURANCE EMPLOYEES. 

2. VARIOUS SOURCES REPORT LEADERSHIP FOUR OVERALL UNIONS 
CHOSEN BEFORE JUNE 2 DISRUPTIONS (REFTEL E) HAS LARGELY 
DISAPPEARED, WITH EXCEPTION OF AGRICULTURAL UNION LEADERS. 
REASONS FOR DISAPPEARANCES ALLEGED TO BE EPRP CONNECTIONS OF 
LEADERSHIP AND EPMG INTIMIDATION OF THOSE WHO NOT MEMBERS 
OF ALL ETHIOPIAN SOCIALIST ORGANIZATION (AESO). AS A RESULT. 
RELIABLE SOURCE BELIEVES LEADERSHIP OF AETU WILL BE CHOSEN 
FROM LEADERS OF FIVE OVERALL UNIONS; AGRICULTURE, WHOLESALE 
AND RETAIL TRADE, MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, MINING AND 
QUARRYING AND TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS OVERALL UNIONS 
WITH POSSIBILITY ONE OR TWO OVERALL UNION REPRESENTATIVES 
MAY ATTEND. RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTS PARTICIPATING OVERALL 
UNION LEADERS HAVE GONE TO AMBO, 125 KMS. WEST OF ADDIS, TO 
HOLD SEMINAR FREE FROM ANY POSSIBLE LOBBYING BY UNION MEMBERS. 
(ORIGINAL PLAN WAS TO SELECT NINE AETU EXECUTIVES FROM 81 
OVERALL UNION LEADERS.) 

3. MOST OFT-MENTIONED NAMES FOR AETU PRESIDENT BEFORE PMAC 
REORGANIZATION WERE ASRAT BEKELE, CHAIRMAN OF MANUFACTURING 
INDUSTRIES UNION WHO FROM META BREWERY AND ALLEGEDLY STRONG 
SUPPORTER OF POLITBURO CHAIRMAN, HAILU FID A, AND ATO TEMESIGEN 
(LNU), CHAIRMAN OF AGRICULTURAL UNION WHO SUPPOSEDLY IN DIRECT 
CONTACT WITH PMAC MEMBERS AND THEREFORE NOT AS POPULAR WITH 
POLITBURO AS ASRAT BEKELE. 

4. COMMENT: UNCERTAINTY ABOUT NEW PMAC ALIGNMENT HAS CLOUDED 
FUTURE INFLUENCE OF POLITBURO AND HAILU FIDA'S FOLLOWERS. 
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EVENTUAL AETU LEADERSHIP MAY INDICATE MORE CLEARLY WHAT 
EFFECT PMAC REORGANIZATION HAVING ON POLITBURO AND ITS 
ADHERENTS. MEANWHILE, OVERALL LABOR SITUATION HAS BEEN 
GENERALLY CALM SINCE END OF SEPTEMBER WITH NO WORK STOPPAGES. 
NEVERTHELESS, MANAGERS HAVE BEEN FORCED TO ALLOCATE 
INORDINATE AMOUNT OF TIME TO SETTLE PETTY DISPUTES, USUALLY 
INVOLVING PERSONNEL AND FRINGE BENEFIT ISSUES. END COMMENT. 

5. EMBASSY POUCHING TRANSLATION OF INTERVIEW WITH 

LABOR AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT HEAD, YEMANE ARAYA, WHICH APPEARED 
IN DECEMBER 25 AMHARIC PAPER YEZAREITU INTERVIEW CONTRASTS 
PROGRESS MADE SINCE 1975 LABOR PROCLAMATION TO LACK OF 
SAME PRIOR TO PROCLAMATION. IT INCLUDES SOME STATISTICS 
ON LABOR SITUATION. 

TIENKEN 
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